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overview/background
In 1972 Aretha Franklin returned to her Gospel roots with the triumphant double album 

“Amazing Grace” which sold over 2 million copies in the United States alone, and is the best 

selling album of her entire 50 year career, and the best selling Gospel album in history. 

!
“Amazing Grace” captures Aretha at her vocal peak. Recorded live at the New Temple 

Missionary Baptist Church in Los Angeles, and joined by legendary gospel figure Rev. James 

Cleveland and the Southern California Community Choir. 

!
Aretha is supported by an all-star backup band of  R&B/Pop musicians assembled by iconic 

music producer Jerry Wexler. Her versions of "How I Got Over" and "You've Got a Friend" are 

iconic.   

!
The live concert recording was originally conceived as a joint album/film project between 

Warner Brothers Pictures and Atlantic Records (Aretha Franklin’s record label).  

!
Warner Brother Pictures hired director Sydney Pollack to direct a four camera shoot of the 

concert.  Due to technical issues, the footage was never edited and remained in the Warner 

Bros. vaults for 40 years.



Alan Elliott rediscovered the film and began work Sydney Pollack shortly before Mr. Pollack 

contracted pancreatic cancer. 

!
At Mr. Pollack’s request, Warner transferred ownership of the film to Alan Elliott.   

!
Deluxe Laboratories provided audio and video transfer in 2011. In 2012 & 2013, editing 

commenced with Jeff Buchanan (editor for Spike Jonze and Michel Gondry). 

!
Sydney Pollack ranks as one of the greatest American filmmakers. His credits include films 

that have garnered countless Academy Awards and nominations. Shortly after filming 

“Amazing Grace” he began work on the “The Way We Were” which was nominated for seven 

Academy Awards, winning three. Pollack has directed a series of commercially and critically 

acclaimed films including “Three Days Of The Condor” “Tootsie”, and “Out Of Africa.” His 

2005 “Sketches of Frank Gehry” which explored the life and work of the great architect was 

his final directorial effort and first completed documentary. “Amazing Grace” finished 

posthumously, would be his last. 

!
This documentary film represents both a celebration and a memoriam of Sydney Pollack and 

Jerry Wexler’s dynamic collaboration of this historical event, Aretha Franklin’s live concert 

recording of  “Amazing Grace.” 



!
Aretha Franklin came to prominence in the late 1960s with a series of Soul / R&B 
hits  including "Respect," "I Never Loved a Man," "Chain of Fools," "Baby I Love 
You," "I Say a Little Prayer," "Think," "The House That Jack Built," among others 
-- that earned her the title The Queen of Soul.  
!
Ms. Franklin’s body of work is a foundation of American Popular music, and her 
cumulative awards and achievements are unparalleled by any other female 
performer.   
!
- first woman inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 

- first Grammy for Best R&B Female Vocalist in 1967 with “Respect” and in the 
intervening 40 years has collected 18 more.  

- Kennedy Center Award for her contribution to American Culture 
- awarded both the Presidential Medal of Freedom 

-  Presidential Medal of the Arts 

- the only featured vocalist at the 2009 presidential inauguration of Barack 
Obama.




































































































