








August X, 2015

VIA US MAIL & EMAIL
Arnold Reed, Esq.
32255 Northwestern Hwy #251
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
			
Re:     “Aretha Franklin Concert Footage (1972)” aka “Amazing Grace” 

Dear Arnold:

	I have enjoyed getting to know more about you, and of course it is always fun to speak to an “Old Shad”.  I appreciate your efforts regarding the Aretha Franklin project, and we are all sorry that she rejected the last offer from Amazon.  It is now my duty to inform you what the next steps will be.  I am doing this both as a professional courtesy to you, and to provide guidance to you and your client.
 
	In my April 10, 2015, letter to you I set out the time line of our discovery of the agreement Aretha Franklin signed in April of 1968, with the Atlantic Recording Corporation and Warner Bros. – Seven Arts, Inc.  The importance of that document cannot be overstated, and I also told you in my April letter that the agreement Mr. Elliott and Al’s Records and Tapes entered into with Ms. Franklin is nullified by the existence of the Atlantic/Warner Bros. Personal Services Agreement. You should also know that portions of the film have also been previously broadcast offering further evidence that no rights issues exist with your client, and that seeking any additional consent or permission from Ms. Franklin is legally unnecessary.  Consequently,  the business plan for the film will be followed.

In  September of this year, the film will be shown at both the Telluride Film Festival and the Toronto, Canada,  Film Festival.  There will most likely be other film festivals in the months to follow.  Distribution will follow in North America, and Europe, with live events to promote the film, and a book will be issued based on the 1972 concert.

Wherever a use of Aretha Franklin’s image, voice, likeness or caricature requires payment to her, we will contact you to make sure your client are compensated as per the contract. to engage in good faith negotiations.  However, the rights AND NAME AND LIKENESS OF MS. FRANKLIN IN the film itself do not require any further discussions. 

It had always been our hope that she would cooperate with this venture, since in our view it accents her outstanding artistic contributions and is a phenomenal display of her unique talents.  The offer she just rejected was of course coming directly from Amazon, who as a possible distributor of the film, had made their own calculation of the value of the project and the appropriate payment to Ms. Franklin for her cooperation and participation in the marketing and distribution of the film. That offer as rejected will not be exchanged with offers from other third parties.

Arnold, I know you will accurately inform your client of the entire situation.  While our respect for her knows no bounds, on the business side, far too much time, money and effort has been expended in seeking her cooperation. As we all say, business is business. We sincerely regret she elected not to participate, but this difficult decision cannot be reversed.

Thank you again for your assistance, and your many attempts to convince Ms. 
Franklin that her better interests would have been served by saying yes to the numerous proposals that were given to her.

	Best personal wishes. 


Sincerely,

TODD W. MUSBURGER, LTD.,

By:







TWM/rrb
[bookmark: _GoBack]CC:  Rick Levy, David Bennett…..






