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“I desired, like Dr. King, to have peace among us as 

ethnic groups. But I thought we needed to be in pursuit of 

economic empowerment and 

building an economic base for us as 

a people. 


I believed that our natural resource was 

music and that we could use it like the Irish used 

whiskey and the South Africans used diamonds and if we 

built that economic base then we could elect 

representatives in the local, state 

and national government to put 

forth laws that would assure that 

we had equal rights and we would not be 

perceived as a liability but as an asset because of the 

contribution that we would be making to capitalism in 

this country.”


-Al Bell.




